
1

Annual Report

2021LIZ W
IN

TER



2AIE residency with artist Kate Sclavi at 
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Our Mission
Inspire young people and 
expand their learning through 
the arts.

Board of Trustees
Chair 
Colleen A. Foy

Vice Chair 
Stacy Mattia

Secretary 
Steve Runk

Treasurer 
Peter Johnson

Heather S. Barberi
Sanford Bing
Gil Blitz
Mark Boutros
Dominique Carroll
Barbara Coe
Andrea Colby
Marisol Conde-Hernandez
Nirpal Dhanjal
Liz Fillo
Richard Goldman
Marilyn W. Grounds
Adrienne R. Hill
Hima Kher
Linda Kinsey
Mikaela Levons
Donna McInerney
Ann Marie Miller
Michele Minter
Barbara Moran
Amanda Newman-Godfrey
Susan Rundquist Palmer
Barbara Panfili
Kalpana Patel
Belinda Roll
Sharon White

Emeritus 
Laurence Capo
Eleanor V. Horne

President & CEO 
Michele Russo

Artist Bobby Beetcut at Bucks County Free Library in Doylestown, PA.
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The 2020–21 School Year

September October November December January February March April May June

1st virtual 
performance of 
123 Andrés at 
Torey J. Sabatini 
Elementary School 
in Madison, NJ.

Launch new 
Antiracism 
Programming Project 
with a grant from 
Young Audiences, Inc. 

Trustees and staff 
join the Dodge 
Foundation’s 
Learning Through 
Applied Practice 
to advance our 
diversity, equity, 
access, and 
inclusion work.

Awarded an NRG 
Gives Grant of 
$20,000 to support 
Arts Impact Initiative 
for Trenton students.

Third year of Arts 
Lab begins at 
Wilson Elementary 
in Hamilton 
and Silver Bay 
Elementary in Toms 
River with funding 
from PACF’s All 
Kids Thrive and the 
Grunin Foundation.

Award $85,600 to 
teaching artists 
for pandemic relief 
with a grant from 
the NJ Arts & 
Culture Recovery 
Fund.

Board, staff, 
funders, and guests 
reconnect with 
art-making for first-
ever virtual retreat.

1st in-person 
performance of Hip 
Hop Fundamentals 
at Pillar Elementary 
School in Livingston, 
NJ.

Serve all 50 
branches of the 
Free Library of 
Philadelphia 
with 8 virtual 
performances.

Host reConnect 
Conference reaching 
over 100 creators 
and educators 
nationwide with 
a keynote by Dr. 
Christopher Emdin.
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Arts United Highlights

Impact on Students
Launched the Antiracism Programming Initiative to create 10 
programs for grades K-8 aimed at communicating principles 
of antiracism, uplifting Black art-making traditions, and 
celebrating Black joy. Programs serve students, teachers, and 
families.  

Communications
Developed our Identity First Statement to guide language to 
dismantle disableism. We respectfully use Disabled artists and 
Disabled students to support Disability justice, equity, and 
inclusion in the arts.

Organizational Accountability
Improved salary transparency that resulted in a new “salary 
band” policy incorporated in the employee handbook and 
shared with job candidates.

Continuous Learning
The Arts United board committee led trustees in a learning 
session around Ibram X. Kendi’s Stamped from the Beginning: 
The Definitive History of Racist Ideas in America.

Top: SOLE Defined performance. Bottom: Student workshop with Jeannine 
Osayande and Dunya Performing Arts Company.

115 actions to further diversity, equity, inclusion, and access
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14,711  children

181  schools

8,327 educators

“I cannot thank you enough for the performance 
of 123 Andrés today. I would never have imagined 
something this magnificent. All the teachers 
have stopped me to tell me you had every single 
student engaged—even students who normally 
do not participate! If only you had heard what our 
classrooms sounded like! Full of dancing and singing!”

— KATHERINE MARTINEZ, TEACHER AT THE MCKENZIE SCHOOL  
 FOR 123 ANDRÉS VIRTUAL PERFORMANCE 
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Healing
This year we focused on the intersections of 
social emotional learning, creative practice, and 
mindfulness. Students learned how creative writing, 
poetry, and music offer opportunities to understand 
and practice strategies for rest, relaxation, and 
managing emotional states. Students also used 
theater arts experiences to recognize and identify the 
thoughts, feelings, and perspectives of others. 

AIE residency with artist Colby Cedar Smith at 
Hopewell Elementary School in Hopewell, NJ
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68  teaching artists

$1,000-$2,000  grants

Totaling $85,600

Artist Relief

“What wonderful news! This money will help me 
and my family more than you know. Thank you for 
continuing to be a lifeline for me throughout a hard 
season. Moments like this help me to see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. I’m so grateful!”
— YA TEACHING ARTIST
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Joy and Connection
Virtual and live performances offered students the opportunity to enjoy 
and analyze artistic works. Students gained an understanding of cultural 
traditions from around the world. Sharing in the wonder and joy of artistic 
exploration created community connections for discussion, while encouraging 
identity development and pride.  

Artist Li Liu at the Township of 
Union Recreation in Union, NJ
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“I like the tap shows and science shows. Tap makes 
me want to dance and science makes me curious.”

— THIRD GRADER AT SILVER BAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Arts Lab Continues to Thrive 

320 workshops60  performances

2  elementary schools: GE Wilson in Hamilton & 
 Silver Bay in Toms River

24 family programs

1,037 students

48 professional 
  learning sessions
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Arts Reimagined
With COVID-19 safety measures in place, many 
aspects of teaching and learning became 
restricted. Teaching artists reimagined 
opportunities for students to explore science and 
other subjects through music and movement. While 
engaging in creative practices, students used 
critical thinking skills as they organized, developed, 
and synchronized song lyrics, percussion sounds, 
and movement patterns.     

Written by the kindergarten class 
(pictured)

Worms 
Worms live in the ground 
That is where worms are found 
Worms squirm 
They twist and turn 
Worms are helpful 
They are great 
I think we should celebrate 
Worms

320 workshops

Artist Bobby Beetcut’s virtual workshop, Your Life is a Work of Art, 
at Eagleswood Elementary School in West Creek, NJ
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Results:
STUDENTS
• 88% increase in comfort level in asking 

questions about Muslim people and culture 

• 79% increase in the “strongly agree” 
category to the statement “I can be friendly 
to people who are different from me”

• 67% increase in who agreed or strongly 
agreed that Muslims are treated unfairly 
because of what they believe

TEACHERS
• 121% increase in the “Agree” category 

when asked if they feel equipped to begin 
implementing strategies in the classroom 
that value Muslim culture and experience

• 205% increase in confidence level in 
understanding Muslim culture

• 87% increase in who felt they can identify 
their biases against Muslims

Building stronger, connected 
communities between Muslims and 
Non-Muslims

5 schools, each experienced:

2 whole-school performances

2 family arts workshops

2 educator learning sessions

8 workshops for students

Assessment conducted by Dr. Caroliese Frink Reed
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Creative Adaptations
During the COVID-19 pandemic, working outdoors has 
become a necessity for our work with children. Teaching 
artist Marilyn Keating led students in an outdoor sculpture 
residency that included brainstorming, sketches, mock-
up models and ended with building life-sized sculptures. 

These sculptures enhanced the beauty of the school’s 
outdoor classroom and allowed students to explore their 
imaginations as they collaborated with classmates to bring 
their unique creatures and creations to life.

Visual art residency with artist Marilyn Keating at Walter C. Black Elementary School in Hightstown, NJ
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2021 Arts Champions

Teaching Artists
HUA HUA ZHANG

ERIK JAMES MONTGOMERY

Arts United
JOSH CAMPBELL 

DR. YOLANDA SEALEY-RUIZ

Educator
COURTNEY NORCROSS

Silver Bay Elementary School
Toms River, NJ

School
LALOR ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL
Hamilton, NJ

Visionary
DORIS DUKE FOUNDATION 

FOR ISLAMIC ART

Standing Ovation
CARYN LIN

Teaching Artist 
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2021 Arts Champions 41st Annual Governor’s Awards in 
Arts Education
Young Audiences’ honorees:

ENRICO A. DELLA CORNA
 Regional President 

PNC Bank, New Jersey
DIANE GENCO

The Statewide Network for 
New Jersey’s Afterschool 
Communities (NJSACC)

TAHIRA
Young Audiences
Teaching Artist

EVERETT KLINE
Young Audiences

Trustee

SHARON WHITE
Young Audiences

Trustee

JOSH ROBINSON
Young Audiences
Teaching Artist

123 ANDRÉS, 
ANDRÉS SALGUERO and 

CHRISTINA SANABRIA 
Young Audiences 

Performance Artist Group

CORPORATE 
PHILANTHROPY AWARD DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

ARTS EDUCATION 
AWARD 

The Governor’s Awards are presented by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts and Arts Ed NJ.
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Operating Budget

CONTRIBUTED 
INCOME BY CATEGORY

TOTAL: $1,448,714

FOUNDATION

CORPORATE
GOVERNMENT

INDIVIDUALS

32%

13%26%

29%

16%

EXPENSE

TOTAL: $2,280,019 TOTAL: $2,191,672

PROGRAM

FUNDRAISING

MANAGEMENT

73%

11%

INCOME

13%

TOTAL: $2,191,672

PROGRAM 
SERVICES 

CONTRIBUTED

87%
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FOUNDATION

CORPORATE

$100,000 AND UP
The Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation

New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts

$30,000-$99,999
All Kids Thrive Fund of 
the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Doris Duke Foundation 
for Islamic Art

The George H. and Estelle 
M. Sands Foundation

The Meta A. & William S. 
Griffith Foundation

National Endowment for 
the Arts

New Jersey Arts and 
Culture Recovery Fund

The Robert Wood 
Johnson 1962 
Charitable Trust

Anonymous

$20,000-$29,999
Anonymous
Connelly Foundation
COVID-19 Relief and 
Recovery Fund of 
the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

The Jay and Linda 
Grunin Foundation

NRG Energy, Inc.
Wells Fargo Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Anonymous
The Burke Foundation

The Edward T. Cone 
Foundation

Hyde and Watson 
Foundation

Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts

PNC Foundation
The Robert Wood 
Johnson III Fund #2 
of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Andrea and Michael 
Colby

Tanuja and Phillip Dehne
Liz Fillo and Chris Coucill
Jerome Robbins 
Foundation

Sharyn and Peter 
Johnson

Johnson & Johnson 
Family of Companies

OceanFirst Foundation
Young Audiences, Inc.

$2,000-$4,999
Gil Blitz and Tali 
Mendelberg

The Brent Family 
Foundation

Larry Capo and Jim Olson
Clifford Cramer
Ms. Colleen A. Foy and 
Mr. Todd B. Gudgel

Deborah Sands 
Gartenberg and Gary 
Gartenberg

Marilyn W. Grounds
Hima Kher

Linda Kinsey and Don 
Ehman

William and Nancy 
Lifland Fund of 
the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

MacMillan Family 
Foundation

Margit and Eli Marie 
Arvesen Fund of the 
Community Foundation 
of New Jersey

Stacy and Michael 
Mattia

Donna and Timothy 
McInerney

Michele Minter Yuan and 
Jeffrey Yuan

New Jersey 
Manufacturers 
Insurance Company

The Nordson Corporation 
Foundation

The Piper Hill Foundation
Michele Russo
Pamela and Donald 
Strum

Sally and Alec Walsh
Sharon and Russell White

$1,000-$1,999
Arts Ed NJ
Heather S. Barberi
Jenna and Aaron Bellish
Iris and Sanford Bing
Jane and Ted Boyer
Catherine and Kevin 
Brennan

Dominique Carroll
Barbara Ciamporcero

Robert J. Ciatto and 
Elaine Ciatto Family 
Foundation

Barbara Coe
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher 
Cole

Carol and John Dehne
Faegre Drinker Biddle & 
Reath

Dr. Adrian Fisher and Dr. 
Kishwer Nehal

FM Global Foundation
Cheryl and Richard 
Goldman

Greeniaus Family 
Foundation

Janice Gross
Janet M. Haring
Ann Marie and Terry 
Horner

The Johnson Family Fund
Everett Kline and David 
Wald

The David & Catherine 
Loevner Family Fund

Merril G. & Emita E. 
Hastings Foundation

Barbara Fulton Moran 
and Tom Moran

Liza and Sky Morehouse
Barbara and Duilio Panfili
Kalpana Patel and Dr. 
Raj Patel

Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation

Steve Runk and Ken Eiker
Kelly Rypkema 
Willard M. Rypkema, Jr.
UBS
M’lou Walker

Thank you to our donors
Grounds Circle
Established in 2009, in honor of Marilyn 
W. Grounds, founders and members are 
major donors to the Annual Fund.
FOUNDERS
Barbara P. Broad*
Andrea L. Colby
Linda Kinsey and Don Ehman
Cheryl and Richard Goldman
Marilyn and Peter* Grounds
Janet M. Haring
Betty Wold Johnson*
Gerda Kelly*
Ann* and John McGoldrick
Christine Grounds and John Mir
Larry Capo and Jim Olson
Mary and Gary Reece
Jay and Amy Regan
Belinda and Ferrill Roll
Deborah and Stephen Shepherd
Anita J. Siegel
Michael* and Willa Spicer
Mr. and Mrs. John L. Steffens
Miriam and Jeff Tucker
Kristin and Ken Wenger

Encore Society
Recognizes those whose estate and life 
income gifts will provide future support.
FOUNDING MEMBERS
Larry Capo and Jim Olson 
Andrea Colby
Liz Fillo and Chris Coucill
Cheryl and Richard Goldman
Janet M. Haring
Kathy and Jamie Herring
Gerda Kelly*
Barbara and Tom Moran
Denyce Mylson and Joseph Olenick
Mrs. Dorothy Noonan
Belinda and Ferrill Roll
Anita J. Siegel
Michael* and Willa Spicer
Miriam and Jeff Tucker
Sharon and Russell White

*we remember
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$500-$999
Ann Betterton and Craig 
Girvan

Kevin Bobetich
Michelle and Laurent Cash
Bernadette Connaughton and 
Michael Gray

Ms. Miles Dumont and Mr. 
Llewellyn Ross

The Gordon and Llura Gund 
Fund of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Cynthia and Robert 
Hendrickson

Eleanor V. Horne
Mikaela and Jaquan Levons
John MacLeod
Emily Mann and Gary 
Mailman

Ann Marie and David Miller
Steven Millstein of STRO 
Companies

Amanda Newman-Godfrey
Ferris Olin
Jeannine Osayande
Susan and Patrick Palmer
Sharon and Jeff Perlman
Jennifer and Lee Pierson
Carol and Mark Pollard
Mary and Gary Reece
Robins Family Fund of the 
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Joanne and Michael 
Rosenberg

Ellen Sorrin and David York
Suplee, Clooney & Co.
Taylor and Patrick Todd
Donna and Joe Tully

$250-$499
Joan Bartl and Walt McRee
Alison Baxter and Bill 
Stoltzfus

Teri Boyd and Aleksandar 
Hemon

Meredith and Michael Bzdak
John Collins
Ms. Nirpal Dhanjal
Julia Dorrian
JoAnn and Glenn Durr
Ellerslie Fund of the Princeton 
Area Community Foundation

William V. Engel
Nicholas Fassler
Foundation for Education 
Administration

Mary and James Gatsch
Iona and Maurice Harding
Archer and Tom Harvey
Hilary Hays
Jacqueline Jones and Ed 
Greene

Sarah and Landon Jones
Ahni and Tom Kruger
Joan and Harold Kuskin
Cynthia and Don Lara
Laura Longman and Michael 
Kody

Laura Marchese and Michael 
Estes

Margaret and Fred 
Marigliano

Michelle Marigliano and 
Daniel Levatino

Sally and Nina Maruca
Mr. Edward E. Matthews
Network for Good
New Jersey Principals & 
Supervisors Association

Jackie and Bobby Pankuck
Margaret and Chris Papa
Jean and Larry Parsons
Mr. John Rassweiler
Celia D. Ryan
Anne and Mitchell Seltzer
Dorothy Share
Anita J. Siegel
Evelyn Strum

Daphne Townsend
Miriam and Jeff Tucker
Sarah and Michael Unger
Susie and Danny Wald
Victoria and Neil Weisfeld
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Winter
Lee Collins and Ben Wintner

$100-$249
Anonymous (3)
Atkins Companies
Cheryl Baker 
Elisabeth Bish
David Buckner
Nancy and Bill Cane
Sharon and Kevin Chapman
Julie Denny Clark
Elliot Cohen
Marisol Conde-Hernandez
James and Leigh Connell
Carol Cronheim
Dumont & Blake Investment 
Advisors

Katie and Nick Eastridge
Audrey and David Egger
Merry L. and Curt M. Emmich
Richard Engel
Jane Factor
Kay and James Fuger
Kate and Mark Germond
John Goedecke
Ms. Colleen Goggins
Carole and Joel Goldstein
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Gorrie
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan 
Greenberg

Christine Grounds and 
Jonathan Mir

Nanette Hernandez
Elaine and William Hogan
Kathy Jaffari
Bob and Lynn Johnston
Susan and Maitland Jones
Ann and Richard Kline
Marsha Levin-Rojer

Phyllis Levy
Wendy Liscow and Michael 
Pollard

Ginny Mason and Robert 
Willig

Joan Mattia and Larry Tencza
Dana and Eugene McCarthy
John McEwen
Mr. and Mrs. Graeme 
McWhirter

Cynthia and Edwin Murphy
Denyce Mylson and Joseph 
Olenick

Namaste Foundation, Inc.
New Jersey Theatre Alliance
Corrine O’Hara and Joel 
Schwartz

Ellen and Sanford Oxfeld 
Marie and Vince Phillips
Princeton Area Community 
Foundation

Florence Reicheg
Lori Rivera
Annalise and Conrad Roberts
Penny Rocker
Harriett Schwartz
Barbara and L. Moody Simms
Marylu Simon and Judy 
Zimmerman

Chris and Dick Smith
Barbara and Eliot Spack
Suzanne Svizeny
Penny and Ted Thomas
U.S. Bank Foundation
Erica and Rob Van Varick
Els Vandecandelaere and 
Dominiek De Cokere

Mr. George Vaughn
Theodora and Fong Wei 
Fund of the Princeton Area 
Community Foundation

Ruth and Nick Wilson
Susie Wilson
Eric Witmondt
Trecarcia Yancey

GIFTS UP TO $99
Anonymous
Beverly Abegg
AmazonSmile Foundation
Beth and Steve Birke
Marcia Bossart
Ruth S. Candeub
Valerie Ching
Loretta Cimini
Christine Clayton-Stroh and 
Matthew Stroh

Donna and Matt Ferro
Mary and Herbert Flamer
Suzanne and Keith Golden
Diane and Metin Guvenis
Barbara and Allen Hailey
Maureen Heffernan and 
Elisabeth Stewart

Kathryn Humphries and Lou 
Zanine

Rosanne Jacks
Ilse Lazovick
Judith and Stephen Levatino
Judy Levine
Nanette and Aubrey Levons
Debbie and Bob Macchia
Hector Morales
Liz Morgan
Eve Niedergang and Andy 
Weiss

Mr. Gordon Ostrowski
Suzanne and David Philbin
Danielle and Jay Rappaport
Polly and Rick Strauss
Caryn and Marc Tomljanovich
Carol and Matthew Treihart
Ann Vehslage
Amy and Paul Vogel
Lucy Webber and Peter 
Berzins

Mary White
J. Rogers and Lorraine P. 
Woolston
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AIE residency with artist Kate Sclavi at Ocean 
Road Elementary School in Point Pleasant, NJ
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P. O. Box 3175
Princeton, NJ 08540
yanjep.org

We inspire young people and expand 
their learning through the arts.

Artist Dave Fry at Bucks County Free Library in Yardley, PA

Cover: Visual art residency with artist Marilyn Keating at 
Walter C. Black Elementary School in Hightstown, NJ
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